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improve,, and whenever he visited Elizabeth, he ordered Mary
to be confined to her room, refusing to see her. This manner
of life went on during the years 1534 and 1535. The Princess
and her household were now at Hatfield, now at Eltharn or
Hunsdon or at some other royal manor, and occasionally at
Court.

Meanwhile the sands were shifting under Anne Boleyn. God
had not favoured her with a prince. In the summer of 15 34 she
was believed to be with child, but by September Henry knew
that it was untrue. His affections, temporarily drawn back to
her, reverted to a very beautiful damsel of the Court, and when
Anne was resentful he again reminded her rudely of her origins <
The Court watched these signs like vultures their prey. She still
retained something of that power over Henry which had kept
him in thrall as a lover; but her bursts of temper were irritating,
his old ardour was gone, and, ominous sign! conscience was
once more in the ascendant. He began to think of the possibility
of release from her. Catherine, however, was a stumbling block,
for during her life Henry might free himself from Anne only to
revive the old trouble over her. He hesitated, and while he did
so Anne became pregnant. The prince was coming.

At the opening of the year 1536 Anne Boleyn's position
rested on two supports: the life of Catherine of Aragon and the
prospect of a prince. Never was fortune more cruel. On 7 Janu-
ary Catherine died, and on the twenty-ninth, the day of the
funeral, Anne gave premature birth to a male child. She had
miscarried of her saviour. The tragedy must obviously move to
a close; and it moved swiftly. On 2 May she was arrested and
sent to the Tower, accused of adultery with five men, one of
whom was her brother, In the subsequent trials all were found
guilty and the law took its course. Anne herself was executed
on 19 May. Whether she was guilty or not, no human judgement
can now determine, and contemporaries differed. In all prob-
ability she had been indiscreet. If she had gone further, if she
had really committed adultery - and the possibility cannot be
lightly dismissed - then it is likely that a desperate woman had
taken a desperate course to give England its prince and save